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Civil Engineering Hydrosystems Laboratory - Renovation And Expansion
Request for Direct Purchase of Artwork (RDPA)

6/3/2020

CALL TO ARTISTS
The Art in Architecture (AIA) Program of the University of Illinois Facilities & Services is pleased
to announce a Request for Direct Purchase of Artwork (RDPA). Professional artists are invited
to submit images of available work to be considered for the permanent original public art at the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). This call seeks art for the Civil Engineering
Hydrosystems Laboratory - Renovation and Expansion in Champaign, Illinois. The project is
currently under construction and is scheduled to complete construction in 2020.
Project Name:

Civil Engineering Hydrosystems Laboratory - Renovation and
Expansion

Project Number:

U15029

Submission
Deadline:

July14, 2020
4:00 PM

ELIGIBILITY
This Call to Artist is open to all professional artists, artisans or artist-led teams currently residing
and legally permitted to work the United States. Faculty, instructors and staff of the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign as well as degree-seeking fine art students are ineligible to apply.

PROJECT SUMMARY
This project includes the renovation and expansion of the Civil Engineering Hydrosystems
Laboratory building. The project objectives include modernizing facilities to match the faculty’s
new pedagogical approaches and enhance faculty and students hands-on laboratory
experiences. The projects objectives will ensure UIUC leadership in civil and environmental
engineering education. The building is located in the UIUC North Campus Beckman Quad on
the Northwest corner of N. Matthews Avenue and W. Main St. in Urbana, Illinois. The address
for the building is 205 N. Matthews, Urbana, Illinois and is designated building # 152. The
original building was built in 1970.
The Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering (CEE) at Illinois, founded in 1867 as
one of the first units of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, consistently ranks among
the top three CEE programs in the nation and is widely recognized as one of the top programs
in the world. Throughout modern history, civil engineers have always been at the forefront of the
drive to improve our standard of living. They remain the central figures in the planning, design
and construction of many developments, large and small, that make modern life possible. Civil
and environmental engineers create the advanced infrastructure of the world around us.
Buildings, bridges, dams, roads, railway systems, sanitation systems, flood canals – all of these
projects are led by civil and environmental engineers, through the initial plans, final design, and
construction.
For more information about the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Illinois,
please visit http://cee.illinois.edu.
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The CEE Phase II Modernization Project – Renovation and Expansion of the CEEHydrosystems Lab Building – is focused on transforming the Hydrosystems Laboratory into a
modern facility, modeled after our previous CEE Yeh Student Center addition to Newmark Lab
https://cee.illinois.edu/news/yeh-center-dedicated . It will comprise two traditional classrooms
(for 138 and 69 students), two technology-enhanced design studios (for 54 and 30 students, as
well as for NDT/sensing/robotics/etc.), and multiple instructional labs (fluids/environmental,
geotechnical, materials, and resource recovery). The 45,000+ sf new CEE-Hydrosystems Lab
building also comprises faculty and grad student offices, an interactive smart bridge connecting
to Newmark Lab, research and collaboration spaces, and an alumni center conference room. It
will be directly connected to the existing Ven Te Chow Hydrosystems Lab high-bay space, is a
leading experimental research laboratory in the field of water resources engineering.
The Hydrosystems Laboratory is home to the department’s Water Resources Engineering and
Science area of study. Water resources engineers are responsible for the planning, design,
operation, and management of surface and ground water systems; preservation and
enhancement of the natural river and watershed environment; design and construction of water
control facilities; and conservation of water resources. The new building will represent the entire
Civil and Environmental Engineering Departments (CEE) but the department asked the
architects to include a “subtle nod to water” in the design of the building and its furnishings, as a
way to acknowledge both the history of the building and the unique work that is done there. The
subject of water, however, should not necessarily be the dominant theme for the artwork
incorporated into the project.

ARTISTIC OBJECTIVES
The selection committee has created the objectives for these specific areas to complement and
celebrate the building’s use. Choice of media for the project is broad but should be in material
suitable for an interior environment. The selection committee may choose two/three separate
artist be hired or one artist can be chose for all three locations.
Location A:

The collaboration/commons space at the southwest corner of the building,
nearest the main entrance and has the potential for large number of people
seeing and appreciating the artwork. This area is viewed as a location for a three
dimensional piece of artwork. If a 3-D object is selected it should adhere to the
needs of the space and not prevent views into and out of the space. The donor
wall will be located within the space on the North wall.

Medium:

Three-dimensional piece.

Theme:

A celebration of all Civil and Environmental Engineering and the creation of the
advanced infrastructure of the world around us with subtle nod to water.

Location B:

This area is viewed as the location for the primary piece of art. The Department’s
vision for this area is a museum-quality installation mounted on the wall that
illuminates the contributions to society of the department’s alumni and faculty.
We hope to showcase historical and present-day contributions – such as the
conception of the lunar orbit rendezvous system that allowed humans to travel
safely to the moon (and back again), engineering developments that make evertaller skyscrapers possible and safe, and environmental engineering advances
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that cleaned up our nation’s waterways and continue to lessen the negative
impact of civilization on the environment – as well as the immense potential for
civil and environmental engineers to shape society in the future, thanks to
continuing innovation.
Medium:

Two or three-dimensional piece mounted to the wall.

Theme:

A “timeline and/or synopsis of what graduates from the CEE department have
achieved” in the creation of the advanced infrastructure of the world around us
with subtle nod to water.

Location C:

The student collaboration space located in the southeast corner of the first floor
was named by a CEE alumnus in honor of his parents. Rashod Johnson, a
successful African-American engineer from the south side of Chicago, hopes
through his gift to invite and inspire African-American students to study civil and
environmental engineering at Illinois. The department feels this would be an
optimal location for an artwork that somehow communicates inclusion. The
space’s restrictions are similar to that of Location A, in that there are glass walls,
but it is a significantly smaller space as well, so a smaller three-dimensional
artwork might work best here.

Medium:

Three-dimensional piece.

Theme:

Artwork that somehow communicates inclusion and invites and inspires AfricanAmerican students to study civil and environmental engineering.

PROJECT SITE
The Selection Committee will consider the artist’s suggestions on where to best locate the
artwork at each location.

BUDGET DETAILS
The budget to cover the artwork shall be as follows: Location “A & C” shall not exceed $20,000
each and Location “B” shall range between $60,000 - $80,000, with a total budget for all three
locations and not exceed $100,000. Submitted pieces must fit within the budget. The committee
will make the final decision as to how this budget will be divided between the artwork.
This budget covers all expenses associated with, but not limited to the design, labor, fabrication,
project management, materials, tools, contracted services, operations and meetings, travel
required to complete the artwork installation, installation, permits, licenses, taxes, insurance,
transportation and delivery of the artwork to the site.
If special installation requirements are needed for large and/or complex pieces, the artist is
responsible for working with the University of Illinois Facilities & Services Art in Architecture
Program and other relevant partners to coordinate all aspects of the installation. Facilities &
Services will provide reinforced, structured attachment points on which the artwork can be
mounted. The final piece of artwork for location “B” shall be designed to be mounted on the
concrete block wall (both in load and anchoring methods).
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SELECTION PROCESS
Artist and/or artist teams may submit their work for consideration and selection by the Selection
Committee as defined below. The artist’s work that is selected will be announced through the
email to all submitters. Letters/emails will be sent to the selected artist with details of the
purchase process.
The selection committee may select a shortlist of artists to be interviewed prior to making a final
selection and requesting a proposal.
Do not send a proposal unless you have been contacted by the Art-in-Architecture Coordinator.
Following notification that an artist has been selected to provide or produce artwork, the artist
will be required to register with the University Vendor Services through an online application.
See Help document and directions for this process at:
https://www.uocpres.uillinois.edu/applications/vendors

HOW TO APPLY
Artists and artist-led teams interested in the project should email one copy of each of the
following criteria. Each item should be labeled with the artist’s name.


JPEG Images (10-15) of the artwork along with size and media of the artwork



Artist Resume (if a team- one from each team member) with current contact
information



Artist Statement of intent (one page maximum)



Professional references including contact information

Note: Send images as JPEG files only. Slides will not be accepted nor returned. All submittals
become the property of the University of Illinois Art in Architecture Program and will not be
returned. The artist retains copyrights to their work.

HOW TO SUBMIT
Interested artists must send images of the material by July14, 2020 at 4:00 PM CST.
Submissions received after this date will not be considered for this project but will be kept for
possible review and consideration for other Art in Architecture projects.
Submission material may be delivered by:
Email to tbeane@illinois.edu
Hand delivered submissions should be addressed to:
Art in Architecture Program
University of Illinois
Facilities & Services/ Capital Programs
1501 South Oak Street
Champaign, Illinois 61820
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QUESTIONS
Contact:

Trent Beane at: tbeane@illinois.edu
University of Illinois Art in Architecture Committee
Capital Programs, F&S
1501 South Oak St
Champaign, IL 61820

FAQ: A complete PDF copy of the Call for Artwork document is available via email.
Send a request for this document to tbeane@illinois.edu with a return email address.
Please include the following in the subject line of the email; “CE Hydro - AiA RFP
Request”.

LEGAL AGREEMENT
The University of Illinois Art-in-Architecture Program reserves the right to alter any aspect of the
selection process or overall project in any way for its own convenience at any time. This Call For
Artwork / Request for Artwork does not constitute either an expressed or implied contract and
these provisions are subject to change.

ABOUT ART IN ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM
The Resolution for an Art in Architecture Policy approved by the University of Illinois Board of
Trustees on January 20, 2011, established a policy for all new building and major renovation
projects requiring Board approval to devote 0.5% of the construction budget to securing works
of art that shall be placed within public areas at the project site.

Appendix:




Floor Plan
Exterior Views
Interior Views
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VIEW LOOKING TOWARD THE NEW FRONT (SOUTH) ELEVATION

EXTERIOR VIEW LOOKING TOWARD THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NEW ADDITION.
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VIEW LOOKING WEST TOWARD OPTION ‘A’ LOCATION AT THE END OF THE CORRIDOR WITH
OPTION ‘B’ LOCATION BEING THE CORRIDOR WALL AT THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE IMAGE.

VIEW INTO COLABORATION AREA, OPTION ‘A’
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